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At Great Falls of Paterson, state & local leaders urge "Yes" vote on Question #1 to continue investment in clean water, parks and open space

PATERSON, NJ – State and local officials and non-profit leaders gathered at the Great Falls of Paterson to urge support for Public Question #1, the Green Acres Clean Water Act that will be on the ballot Nov. 3, to continue funding for New Jersey's preservation programs. 

The Great Falls of Paterson was named a National Historic Park this year and played a major role in the industrial development of New Jersey.  It also showcases the Passaic River that courses through it. The river serves millions of Northern New Jersey residents who rely on its water at home and in business, and enjoy the river and its riverbanks for recreation.  Preservation along key parts of the river will also mitigate the high costs of flooding.

"Like the Great Falls of Paterson, New Jersey's greatest natural assets are also economic assets, and we can help preserve them by voting Yes on Public Question #1 tomorrow," said Kelly Mooij of the New Jersey Audubon Society, who is Coordinator of the NJ Keep It Green coalition of over 135 members.

Assembly Environment and Solid Waste Committee chairman John F. McKeon called on voters to support open space. "Tomorrow, the citizens of New Jersey have an important decision to make. They should vote Yes for Public Question # 1 so we can continue one of the most successful land preservation programs in the nation." 

McKeon (D-Essex) added, "As the nation's most densely populated state, we are in a race against time to preserve valuable tracts of land especially our sources of drinking water.  New Jersey's nearly nine million people need clean water to drink. The loss of land is permanent and irreversible and we have a finite amount available. By preserving our pristine watersheds and aquifers, we will be saving hundreds of millions of dollars in filtration costs that would otherwise be necessary to make our water drinkable." 
Paterson Mayor Joey Torres said, "The City of Paterson, the home of America's newest National Park, has benefited from the Green Acres Program at the Great Falls and throughout the city's neighborhood parks.  We are hopeful that Ballot Question #1 is approved by the people of New Jersey."

Protecting New Jersey's rivers so they may continue to benefit New Jersey's ecology and economy is a multi-facteted job. Ella F. Filippone, Executive Director of Passaic River Coalition, who is engaged in many of those efforts, said, “A Yes vote for the only ballot question on Election Day will insure the continuation of the most successful program New Jersey has ever had.  A Yes vote is for your future and the health of all of us and those to come."
##########
The New Jersey – Keep It Green Campaign is a coalition of over 135 organizations from across the state working to renew the Garden State Preservation Trust, and provide for clean water, open spaces, farmland preservation and historic preservation. For more information on this Campaign, please contact us directly or visit www.NJKeepItGreen.org 
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