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Preservation Leaders Rally for Yes on Public Question #1

Open Space, Water Supply, and Farmland preservation programs at risk
Berkeley Township, Ocean County, N.J.: With preserved lands along scenic Barnegat Bay as the backdrop, elected officials and members of the NJ Keep It Green Coalition assembled today to highlight reasons why New Jersey voters would vote Yes on Public Question #1, on the Nov. 3 statewide ballot.

Speakers detailed the numerous benefits of renewing the Garden State Preservation Trust, which has funded clean water, open spaces, farmland preservation, flood protection, and historic preservation since the 1960’s.  These investments provide high returns for residents of Ocean County and New Jersey, said today’s speakers.

Assembly Environment and Solid Waste Committee chairman John F. McKeon said the importance of replenishing the Garden State Preservation Trust was evident in the benefits of land preservation to the water quality of Barnegat Bay. "The economic and ecological impact of funding open space is critical for New Jersey’s future and is sound public fiscal policy. Citizens of New Jersey must vote Yes for Public Question. # 1 on Nov. 3."  
Senator Christopher J. Connors noted: “Beyond just the environmental benefits, open space preservation yields benefits to taxpayers to the extent that with development comes the need to build and maintain infrastructure.  This includes roadways and schools which can be costly in both the short and long term.  The state and many of its municipalities have learned this the hard way by approving development projects in order to obtain more ratables to generate tax revenue.  Unfortunately, in many cases infrastructure costs exceeded the revenue that was generated, resulting in a net loss for the taxpayers.  Therefore, it is important to consider the potential negative fiscal consequences in terms of taxation by leaving open space unprotected.” 

“Ocean County has preserved more than 12,000 acres of open space under its Natural Lands Trust Fund program,” said Ocean County Freeholder Director John C. Bartlett Jr., who serves as liaison to the program. “Partnerships to help fund those acquisitions enhance a program that certainly adds to the quality of life here in Ocean County. Preserving open space gives us the opportunity to be stewards of our environment now and for years to come.”

Helen Henderson, Atlantic Coast Project Manager for the American Littoral Society said that because of the Garden State Preservation Trust: “We are surrounded today by preserved forest, wetlands and marsh which protect the habitats and water quality of the Barnegat Bay funded in great measure by a diverse partnership of land preservation programs.” 

Henderson added: “Land preservation is our first and best defense against non-point source pollution of Barnegat Bay. This $5.2 million, 115-acre purchase along Potter Creek was made possible because of multiple Green Acres contributions of more than $2.5 million to county, local, and non-profit grants.” 

Kathy Haake, Project Manager for The Trust for Public Land said: “The preservation of the Potter Creek property and many other important properties would not have happened without New Jersey’s Green Acres funding through the Garden State Preservation Trust. The alternative could have been up to 130 homes, leaving the surrounding area more vulnerable to flooding and storm surge.” 

Berkeley Township Mayor Jason Varano added: “Over the years, we have been able to prevent thousands of homes from being built, preserved land, built or improved parks all due to the efforts of Green Acres funding.  We hope the opportunity to preserve more open space will continue for Berkeley Township.”

Tom Gilbert, Chair of NJ Keep It Green said, “Public Question is a wise investment to protect clean water and our last remaining open spaces for our children and grandchildren.”

