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NJ Agriculture Leaders Rally for "Vote Yes" on Public Question #1 on Nov. 3rd and Volunteer for Farmers Against Hunger

HOPE, NJ -- New Jersey agriculture leaders and volunteers rallied today at Longmeadow Farm to support voting Yes on Nov. 3rd for Public Question #1, the Green Acres, Clean Water, Farmland Preservation Act.  They also harvested apples for Farmers Against Hunger, a program that contributes fresh food to the state's neediest.

Voting Yes will ensure continuation of the Farmland Preservation program.  Sustaining agriculture in New Jersey provides us with fresh locally-grown food, jobs and other economic advantages, agritourism activity (such as the opportunity for families to "pick-your-own"), and diverse community support opportunities, such as Farmers Against Hunger.  

Longmeadow Farm is on Route 521, just a mile north of Route 80's Exit 12.  Owner Brad Burke is enrolled in the eight-year preservation program for his 34 acre farm, but it is not yet permanently preserved.  He is a strong supporter of New Jersey's Farmland Preservation program, which provides him with equity to keep his farm going rather than selling to development that would increase New Jersey's suburban sprawl.  He has been working with Farmers Against Hunger for over four years. 

"The ability for Farmers Against Hunger to bring volunteers to the farm to assist in harvesting the overproduction and then turn around and distribute back to the neediest in our communities is what attracted me to the program," said Longmeadow Farm owner Brad Burke.  "This way extra production goes to good use without additional cost to me." 

Rich Nieuwenhuis, President of NJ Farm Bureau, said, "When voters choose on Tuesday to vote Yes in support of the Farmland Preservation Program, they are ensuring that farms like Longmeadow and farmers like Brad have alternative opportunities to use the equity in their land to expand and grow their high-quality farming operations instead of selling out." 

"Voting Yes on Public Question #1 is critical to ensuring that efforts to preserve New Jersey's working farms don't end," said Tom Gilbert, Chair of the NJ Keep It Green Campaign of over 135 organizations.  "Our children and grandchildren should have the same opportunities that we do to pick apples, enjoy fresh produce from farms in their communities, and help our state as a whole prosper."

Farmers Against Hunger coordinator Judy Grignon strongly agreed. "Farms like Longmeadow are important to our program as the provide seasonal, fresh nutritious products for New Jersey's food stressed population," she said.  "We make it easy for the farmer to donate their overproduction, by arranging harvests around their production schedule. For farmers that want  to help in their local community by donating wholesome foods, we are glad to make that process easy.  Voters who want to do something good for the state, can vote Yes on November 3rd. This will allow the opportunity for farms like Longmeadow to be preserved and ensure a future for agriculture in New Jersey," she urged.







