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Hunterdon and Highlands Leaders Rally to Support Voting "Yes" on Public Question #1

LEBANON TWP, NJ – Hunterdon County and NJ Highlands leaders gathered at the scenic Teetertown Preserve in Lebanon Township today at a rally in support for voting Yes on Public Question #1 on the November 3rd ballot.   

The Preserve area, 535 acres in total, is part of New Jersey’s vital clean water supply, natural wilderness and rich outdoor recreation landscape.   The land -- including the Teetertown Ravine Nature Preserve, the Mountain Farm section and the Crystal Spring section -- was preserved by the State of New Jersey and local partners, but the Garden State Preservation Trust (GSPT) is now essentially out of money for preserving land.  By voting Yes on the ballot question, citizens can choose to continue successful programs that the GSPT supports, such as Green Acres and the Farmland Preservation Program.

“If we are to have a future of clean water, small family farms, and a healthy environment we must continue the pace of land preservation in New Jersey,” said Margaret Waldock, Executive Director of the Hunterdon Land Trust Alliance.   “Public Question #1 will continue the state funding for land preservation.  Without this investment, we put future generations in jeopardy of rising property taxes, a threatened water supply, and a compromised environment.”  

Many studies show the economic and ecological value of preserving land, and Waldock sited one: “For every $1 we invest in land preservation, we realize a $10 return from farm and timber products, recreational and tourism, and clean and abundant water,” she said.  “We simply cannot afford to deny passage of this important measure.” 

The Teetertown Preserve is among the many in New Jersey that are important to the state’s economic future, given the avoided costs of unclean water and municipal services, the revenue provided by wildlife watching and other outdoor recreation in New Jersey, and many related economic benefits.  In Hunterdon County and across the state, preservation of working farms provides major benefits too.

“I hope that the residents of New Jersey will support Question #1 with the same enthusiasm as Hunterdon County did last year with it's question, when 75.4% voted for open space and farmland,” said Hunterdon County Freeholder Ronald Sworen.  “Hunterdon has used the funding and partnership of this program to preserve over 300 farms, totaling over 25,000 acres. We have 26 more farms in the process for over 1,000 acres more. We have also used it to preserve over 10,000 acres of open space.” The State’s preservation programs provide matching grants to many of the local projects deemed vital by the municipal and county levels.

Mark Canright, a farmer in Hunterdon County, agreed. "Public Question #1 will assist farm families who are trying to buy New Jersey Farms, and help keep established farm families on farms,” he said.  “My young farm family could not afford a farm in New Jersey without the help of Farmland Preservation funds."

Speakers at today’s event explained the connection between our open spaces and clean water.  “The single best indicator of water quality is land use,” said Bill Kibler, Executive Director of the South Banch Watershed Association, “and protecting open space protects clean water.”  Kibler noted that Hunterdon County is home to two of the state’s three largest drinking water reservoirs:  Spruce Run and Round Valley.  “New Jersey’s watersheds provide clean water to millions of New Jersey families.  Renewal of the Garden State Preservation Trust will enable us to protect the streams that feed our reservoirs and protect the ground water that supplies our wells.”  

John Weingart, Chairman of the Highlands Regional Council, said "From a Highlands Region perspective, Question #1 is fundamentally a question of fairness. More than a half of the state draws its drinking water from this region; it is only fair that residents across the state share the responsibility of protecting this land. The Highlands Council encourages New Jersey voters to take the time to find Question #1 on the ballot and to then vote ‘Yes.’ We believe it will help ensure the quality and quantity of our state’s drinking water as well as the preservation of open space and farmland in the Highlands Region."
Protecting clean water also protects the diverse wildlife in New Jersey and in the nature preserve where today’s event took place. Rick Ege of the New Jersey Chapter of Trout Unlimited, said, “The continuation of the Garden State Perseveration Trust will support habitat protection for both game and non-game animals in New Jersey. The American Bald Eagle now have numerous nesting sites in NJ woodlands, stream corridors and lakes that have been protected for future generations.  None of this would have been possible without protecting and securing open space through the Garden State Preservation Trust. “

"Voting Yes on Public Question One will ensure that efforts continue to protect clean water and our last remaining open spaces for our children and grandchildren," said Tom Gilbert, Chair of the NJ Keep It Green Campaign.  "We can protect these precious resources for less than $1 each month per household, and there will be full public disclosure and citizen oversight of all spending."
Julia Somers, Executive Director of the New Jersey Highlands Coalition, helped sum-up the importance of voting Yes for Public Question #1 on November 3rd:  “Today, as counties and municipalities identify lands vitally important for the protection of our State’s clean and plentiful drinking water supplies and related natural resources, preservation dollars through the Garden State Preservation Trust must continue to be available to assist acquisition efforts at the local, county and regional level. Our quality of life, economic well-being and the future of our drinking water supplies depend on it!”
####  The NJ Highlands Coalition’s Mission is to advocate for the protection, preservation, and enhancement of the water, forests, wildlife, farmland and other natural, historic and cultural resources of the New Jersey Highlands, and to enhance the sustainability of natural and human communities and the quality of life for current and future generations.  For more information, please visit www.NJHighlandsCoalition.org.

The NJ Keep It Green Campaign is a coalition of over 135 organizations from across the state working to renew the Garden State Preservation Trust, and provide for clean water, open spaces, farmland preservation and historic preservation. For more information on this Campaign, please contact us directly or visit www.NJKeepItGreen.org 








