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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BURLINGTON RECEIVES $791,391.00

STATE FARMLAND PRESERVATION GRANT FOR HLUBIK FARM

Funds to Be Used to Preserve More Farmland

New Hanover Twp (Nov 2, 2009) -- It was in August 2007 that Burlington County permanently preserved John and Edith Hlubik’s 82-acre farm in New Hanover Township.


That action provided the retired farmers with a steady stream of income through an installment purchase agreement with the county, enabled their son John to continue farming the land; and made it possible for their daughter Erin to start her own thoroughbred breeding and training operation on the family farm.


Today, Burlington County Freeholder Deputy Director William S. Haines, Jr., accepted a check for $791,391 toward the preservation of the farm from State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) Executive Director Susan E. Craft. These funds will be deposited in the county’s Open Space Trust Fund and used to preserve more farmland and help keep other farmers on the land.


“This is a clear example of why New Jersey needs to continue funding the farmland preservation program,” said Rich Nieuwenhuis, president of New Jersey Farm Bureau. “The ability to leverage the development value of the land as an investment tool to expand agricultural operations, while ensuring sufficient land for future agricultural use, is what the program is all about.”


Burlington County was one of the first counties to aggressively pursue the opportunities for retaining agriculture outlined in the Agriculture Retention and Development Act of 1981. The Legislature back then recognized the need to take a proactive stance to maintain and expand agriculture in the garden state. Thanks to the strong leadership of Assemblymen Joe Malone and Ron Dancer, state voters have the opportunity again to express their support for continuing the most successful farmland preservation program in the country.


“Burlington County's success in preserving farmland wouldn't be possible without funding from the SADC through the Garden State Preservation Trust,” said Deputy Director Haines. “Our ability to continue our effective local program is largely predicated upon continuing this partnership. This program is more than saving acres. 


“It is preserving farmland to keep the agricultural industry, a major source of our economic activity, viable. In addition, our farmland program has been effective in preserving land in the buffer zone, which contributed to saving the bases from closure by reducing conflicting land uses.” 



“We’re delighted to be able to financially partner with Burlington County in the preservation of the Hlubik farm,” said SADC Executive Director Craft. “When we preserve farms like this, we’re making an investment in keeping our family farms and agriculture strong and a vital part of our local economy. We’re also limiting unwanted development so that we can maintain the character of our communities and ensure that they remain great places to live and raise our families. And by partnering in preservation, we’re bringing together state and local resources so that we leverage available farmland preservation dollars and can preserve more farms.” 

               “The check presented today to the county represents more than half of my municipal budget.” Said New Hanover Township mayor Dennis Roohr, “There is no way a town like ours can preserve properties like the Hlubik farm by ourselves it is critical to have the support of the State and County programs.”

                The Hlubik’s purchased the farm in 1978, farming it together and then with their son when he decided he wanted to farm full-time. Eventually, though, the Hlubiks had a decision to make about the future of the land.


“My husband and I were getting a little older and knew it was time to step back and let our son and daughter take over,” said Edith Hlubik. “We talked about selling the farm, but I don’t think any of us could leave it and see it be developed into housing.”


Burlington County purchased the development rights to the Hlubik farm for $1.4 million. 

The land is farmed by their son John, who also farms about 400 additional leased acres. He grows soybeans, wheat and rye for straw, which is sold to racetracks. 


A total of 25,214 acres of farmland have been permanently preserved in Burlington County through purchase of development rights. Another 25,915 acres of farmland have been preserved through sales of transfer of development rights credits and Pinelands Development credits. The county has received more than $77 million in state farmland preservation funding since the inception of the Farmland Preservation Program in 1983.


"The success in preserving farmland in Burlington County is one reason why it is important to  vote ‘Yes’ on Public Question #1.  It is critical to ensuring that efforts to preserve New Jersey's working farms don't end," said Tom Gilbert, chair of the NJ Keep It Green Campaign, a coalition of more than 135 organizations. "Working farmland and having opportunities for local food and open space are important to a healthy New Jersey,” he concludes. 

The New Jersey Farm Bureau is a non-profit member organization of 13,000+ farmers and farm-related individuals within the Garden State.  It is the only organization solely dedicated to representing the grass- roots interests and directives of its members in educating all levels of government and the public on the farm community’s policies and positions.  The Farm Bureau also takes a lead in seeking out initiatives, activities and ventures to  enhance the profitability of producer members and ensure the viability of agriculture in New Jersey -- the Garden State for Good Reason -- our farms.
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