Missouri State Constitutional Language
CONSERVATION

Section 40(a). Conservation commission, members, qualifications, terms, how appointed—
duties of commission—expenses of members.—The control, management, restoration, conservation and
regulation of the bird, fish, game, forestry and all wildlife resources of the state, including hatcheries,
sanctuaries, refuges, reservations and all other property owned, acquired or used for such purposes and
the acquisition and establishment thereof, and the administration of all laws pertaining thereto, shall be
vested in a conservation commission consisting of four members appointed by the governor, by and with
the advice of and consent of the senate, not more than two of whom shall be of the same political party.
The members shall have knowledge of and interest in wildlife conservation. The members shall hold
office for terms of six years beginning on the first day of July of consecutive odd years. Two of the terms
shall be concurrent; one shall begin two years before and one two years after the concurrent terms. If the
governor fails to fill a vacancy within thirty days, the remaining members shall fill the vacancy for the
unexpired term. The members shall receive no salary or other compensation for their services as
members, but shall receive their necessary traveling and other expenses incurred while actually engaged

in the discharge of their official duties.
Source: Const. of 1875, Art. XIV, Sec. 16 (as adopted November 3, 1936). (Amended August 8, 1972)

Section 40(b). Incumbent members.—The members of the present conservation commission
shall serve out the terms for which they were appointed, with all their powers and duties.

Section 41. Acquisition of property—eminent domain.—The commission may acquire by
purchase, gift, eminent domain, or otherwise, all property necessary, useful or convenient for its purposes,
and shall exercise the right of eminent domain as provided by law for the highway commission.

Source: Const. of 1875, Art. XIV, Sec. 16.

Section 42. Director of conservation and personnel of commission.—The commission shall
appoint a director of conservation who, with its approval, shall appoint the assistants and other employees
deemed necessary by the commission. The commission shall fix the qualifications and salaries of the

director and all appointees and employees, and none of its members shall be an appointee or employee.
Source: Const. of 1875, Art. XIV, Sec. 16.

Section 43(a). Sales tax, use for conservation purposes.—For the purpose of providing
additional moneys to be expended and used by the conservation commission, department of conservation,
for the control, management, restoration, conservation and regulation of the bird, fish, game, forestry and
wildlife resources of the state, including the purchase or other acquisition of property for said purposes,
and for the administration of the laws pertaining thereto, an additional sales tax of one-eighth of one
percent is hereby levied and imposed upon all sellers for the privilege of selling tangible personal
property or rendering taxable services at retail in this state upon the sales and services which now are or
hereafter are listed and set forth in, and, except as to the amount of tax, subject to the provisions of and to
be collected as provided in the “Sales Tax Law” and subject to the rules and regulations promulgated in
connection therewith; and an additional use tax of one-cighth of one percent is levied and imposed for the
privilege of storing, using or consuming within this state any article of tangible personal property as set
forth and provided in the “Compensating Use Tax Law” and, except as to the amount of the tax, subject to
the provisions of and to be collected as provided in the “Compensating Use Tax Law” and subject to the
rules and regulations promulgated in connection therewith.

(Adopted November 2, 1976)

Section 43(b). Use of revenue and funds of conservation commission.—The moneys arising
from the additional sales and use taxes provided for in section 43(a) hereof and all fees, moneys or funds
arising from the operation and transactions of the conservation commission, department of conservation,
and from the application and the administration of the laws and regulations pertaining to the bird, fish,
game, forestry and wildlife resources of the state and from the sale of property used for said purposes,
shall be expended and used by the conservation commission, department of conservation, for the control,



management, restoration, conservation and regulation of bird, fish, game, forestry and wildlife resources
of the state, including the purchase or other acquisition of property for said purposes, and for the
administration of the laws pertaining thereto, and for no other purpose. The moneys and funds of the
conservation commission arising from the additional sales and use taxes provided for in S 43(a) hereof
shall also be used by the conservation commission, department of conservation, to make payments to
counties for the unimproved value of land for distribution to the appropriate political subdivisions as
payment in lieu of real property taxes for privately owned land acquired by the commission after July 1,
1977, and for land classified as forest cropland in the forest cropland program administered by the
department of conservation in such amounts as may be determined by the conservation commission, but
in no event shall amount determined be less than the property tax being paid at the time of purchase of
acquired lands.

Source: Const. of 1875, Art. XIV, Sec. 16. (Amended November 2, 1976) (Amended November 4, 1980)

Section 43(c). Effective date—self-enforceability.—The effective date of this amendment shall be

July 1, 1977. All laws inconsistent with this amendment shall no longer remain in full force and effect
after July 1, 1977. All of the provisions of sections 43(a)-(c) shall be self-enforcing except that the

general assembly shall adjust brackets for the collection of the sales and use taxes.
(Adopted November 2, 1976)

Section 44. Self-enforceability—enabling clause—repealing clause.—Sections 40-43, inclusive,
of this article shall be self-enforcing, and laws not inconsistent therewith may be enacted in aid thereof.

All existing laws inconsistent with this article shall no longer remain in force or effect.
Source: Const. of 1875, Art. XIV, Sec. 16

Section 45. Rules and regulations—filing—review.—The rules and regulations of the commission
not relating to its organization and internal management shall become effective not less than ten days after
being filed with the secretary of state as provided in section 16 of this article, and such final rules and
regulations affecting private rights as are judicial or quasi-judicial in nature shall be subject to the judicial
review provided in section 22 of article V.

Section 46. Distribution of rules and regulations.—The commission shall supply to all persons
on request, printed copies of its rules and regulations not relating to organization or internal management.



